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Residential, Surabaya, Adap-
tive re-use, Rent housing, 
Compact house

A two-story office in 
Surabaya's Jagir District 
has been transformed into 
affordable yet comfortable 
housing targeted towards 
the middle class working 
force. The building is 
divided into five units 
which offer a desirable 
compact living space within 
a healthy environment. 
The fully furnished units 
feature an indoor garden 
with mezzanine bedroom, 
as well as parking for one 
motorcycle. The project 
repurposes vacant property, 
providing a practical solution 
to housing needs while 
fully utilizing the existing 
structure.

J RENT
HOUSING

AUGUST 2021

J-RENT HOUSING
PROPOSAL BOOKSET10

FINAL DESIGN OVERVIEW

J RENT HOUSING
FINAL DESIGN

single household
small parking5

RENTABLE UNIT

The apartment-based housing design maximizes unit 
quantity while maintaining premium living space in the 
heart of Surabaya City. J RENT HOUSING adopts a 
“compact living space” principle   by implementing mix 
programming between living, dining, and kitchen space 
with dedicated outdoor space and injecting integrated 
furnishing on each units by elevating bedroom to the 
second floor of the studio unit. An amount of five rentable 
apartment units is achieved for potential low-to-middle 
class workers in the Wonokromo economy district.

APARTMENT CONCEPT

AXONOMETRY
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DESIGN
EXPLORATION

proposed perspectiveproposed plan

option 01: apartment concept

The approach of designing the 
boarding house by answering 
several key questions concerning the 
residential project, which are defining 
the user, their needs, and what kind of 
house would fulfil them. Surrounding 
survey is done to accustom the 
designer to the context of the area, 
as well as background checks of the 
site from notable news and statistic 
sources. Research is also done to 
accurately define the concept of home 
and parameters which differentiate it 
from similar typologies. The gathered 
information is then compiled to 
reinforce the proposed design would 
be fitting to its context.

DESIGN
WORKFLOW

existing building

building strategy

The final design aims to minimalize 
modifications towards the existing 
structure while upholding a standard of 
living which would make the compact 
house desirable to dwell in. Layout 
of each units would differ yet building 
features are kept a constant.

project understanding
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This diagram shows a summary of draw-
ings required for this project
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KEYPLAN

scene 01

HOUSING CONCEPT
: UNIT 01

02

This diagram shows a summary of 
drawings required for this project
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HOUSING CONCEPT
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This diagram shows a summary of 
drawings required for this project
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This diagram shows a summary of draw-
ings required for this project
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DEVELOPMENT
STATEMENT
The following diagram shows an overview of the 
direction for the development

The development direction is leaning towards 4 
main objectives:

First, the house as a conventional approach of 
living settlement that is provided by splitting and 
renting the building as a compact house.

Second, is indekos. Where it provides the most 
amount of potential rented space that will serves 
the fundamental function as accomodation while 
also being the most affordable.

Then, apartment and co-housing as a more 
private while also still quite affordable for living/ 
occupation that could as well provide more than 
an accomodation or core function.

DETACHED 
HOUSE

INDEKOS

APARTMENT

CO-HOUSING
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DETACHED 
HOUSE

APARTMENT

CO-HOUSING

INDEKOS

AFFORDABILITY

PRIVACY/ 
SECLUSION

PROVIDED FUNCTIONS
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MACRO
CONTEXT OVERVIEW
This diagram shows a summary of macro site 
context in regards to access, surrounding facili-
ties and potential.

Site condition during the evening is well-lit 
by the street lamp and could very well be 
assumed to be safe as well as it is being a 
fairly crowded neighborhood.

ACCESIBILITY

POTENTIAL MARKET

SAFETY

PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMERCIAL
01 KANTOR DITJEN PAJAK
02 SD PROKLAMASI
03 SMP BUDI SEJATI
04 LAPANGAN BRATANG

01 MANGGA DUA CENTRE
02 BURGER BERNARDI
03 WARUNG PONOROGO SS
04 MASAKAN PADANG MINANG

05 KANTOR PDAM
06 GOOL FUTSAL
07 SD R.A. KARTINI
08 SD MUHAMMADIYAH 7

05 KANTOR PDAM
06 GOOL FUTSAL
07 SD R.A. KARTINI
08 SD MUHAMMADIYAH 7

05

01

06

01

02

02

04

01

J RENT 
HOUSING

The site is located inside a fairly dense 
neighborhood that could be accessed 
through secondary roads or alleyway. 
Explained in the diagram are several of the 
main circulation that interconnecting the 
surrounding street to the site perimeter.

The site itself being in a residential area 
serves its own potential of being a rented 
housing project along with the existence of 
similar typology nearby. There’re multiple 
types of housing in the area that covers 
from upper class residential to lower 
class near the jagir market area. It is also 
common in the area for the building to be 
a multiple storey houses. 

03
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COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL AREA RELIGIOUS PLACE SIMILIAR PLACES
01 JAGIR SIDOMUKTI
02 JAGIR SIDORESMO
03 BENTUL
04 BENDUL MERISI

01 MASJID BAHRUL ULUM
02 PEMAKAMAN JAGIR
03 MASJID DARUSSALAM 
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APARTMENT CONCEPT
This diagram shows a summary of drawings 
required for this project

TOTAL RENTABLE UNIT
single household 
small parking5
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HOUSING CONCEPT
This diagram shows a summary of draw-
ings required for this project

TOTAL RENTABLE UNIT
single household 
small parking1
up to 3 household 
big parking1
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This diagram shows a summary of draw-
ings required for this project
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drawings required for this project
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This diagram shows a summary of draw-
ings required for this project
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This diagram shows a summary of 
drawings required for this project
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adding wall

existing building

adding deck

dismantled roof

adding new roof

dismantled floor

inject appliance and 
furnishing

dismantled wall

DESIGN
TRANSFORMATION

the building is divided into five 
units each with its own toilet, 
kitchen, and outdoor features

the added mezzanine as the first 
floor provides privacy barrier for 
the bedroom

DESIGN
OVERVIEW
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the outermost unit living area featuring 
front windows and skylight

each units are fitted with indoor gardens 
equipped with skylight to allow physical 
activities and make space livelier

j rent housing aims to target young fam-
ilies which keep up with hustle culture of 
Surabaya city

bedroom of the outermost unit featuring 
skylight

the living area, equipped with kitchen and 
compartments, is spacy enough to enable 
exercise

children having fun within the space of j 
rent housing mezzanine bedrooms

j rent housing facade from street view

mezzanine bedroom close up featuring 
double beds and television

third and fourth units feature a more inti-
mate bedroom with slanted roof

the j rent housing is located among the 
alleys of Jagir District, thus access to 
units are placed on the side of the build-

second unit which is more compact, 
featuring a mezzanine bedroom above 
the entrance

holding small gatherings are possible 
within the unit
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